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INTRODUCTION 

The Ramkokamekra Canela are part of the Je linguistic family, spoken on 
the great central plateau of Brazil. Other Je-speaking people include the 
Timbira, Apinaje, Xerente, Xavante and Kajapo, located mostly south west of 
the Canela (Nimuendaju 1946, Crocker 1961). 

The Canela language is spoken with minimal dialect variations by three 
separate groups. The Ramkokamekra Canela live in a village of about 800 
people about 50 miles south of Barra do Corda, Maranhao. About 350 
Apanjekra Canela live 30 miles west of the Ramkokamekra Canela village. 
Some social interaction occurs, and there have been a few cases of 
intermarriage. The language is also spoken by the 900 Kraho of Northern 
Goias, over 200 miles south west of the two Canela villages. There has been 
no social interaction to speak of in recent years between the Kraho and the 
Canela villages. 

The total number of speakers is thus around 2000. Bilingualism and 
acculturation vary from village to village as well as between age groups and 
between sexes. Generally the most bilingual are the young men in their teens 
and early twenties. In the Ramkokamekra village at least 70 people can read 
and write, at least to some extent, in Portuguese and in Canela. There has 
been extensive contact for over 50 years with the surrounding Portuguese 
speaking Brazilian population. The Canela-Kraho have, however, been able to 
preserve their culture and life style, customs and language, to a remarkable 
degree. Although both bilingualism and acculturation are increasing in all 
locations, thus far the changes are relatively small. Both groups appear to be 
growing economically dependent on the government. 
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